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Five Generations 


When Victoria Paige Harvey was born, she started the fifth gener- in Mt. Olive. On her grandfather’s side (right), the five genera- 
ation of. her paternal grandparents. On her grandmother’s side _ tions are Victoria Paige Harvey of Mt. Olive; Shad Harvey of Mt. 
(left), the generations include Victoria Paige Harvey; Shad Har- Olive, dad; Tony Harvey of Mt. Olive, grandfather; Bonnie Har- 
vey, dad; Ellen Harvey, grandmother; Louise Tanner, great grand- vey of Collins, great grandmother; and Lois Ferguson of Petal 
mother; and Callie Tew, great, great grandmother. They all reside great, great grandmother. , 
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Adoption scandal 


By REGINA HINES 
West Jackson County Bureau Chief 

The red and white candy canes the woman held 
out to the two-year-old boy were the biggest he had 
ever seen. 

She did not have much coaxing to do when she 
asked him to leave his yard and come for a ride 
with her in her large, shiny car. 

That day in early 1922 was the last time that the 
child, born O: Harvey, saw his home and family 
in Jasper County, Miss. Years later when he had 
children of his own, he began seeking answers to 
why he was spirited away. 

A few years ago, his daughter, Helen Greer of 
Vidalia, La., realized that her late father had 
probably been taken by Memphis, Tenn., social 
worker Georgia Tann, whose name has became 
infamous in adoption scandals. 

« Mrs. Greer thinks the answer to the questions 
she has had about her father’s family may be in . 


‘Moss Point. With the help of volunteer researcher . 3 I 
.. reaching this goal. en 


Andre Bond of Biloxi, she is still trying. =  « 
}, On the day that Onyx was abducted, his widowed: 
mother, Aletha ‘“‘Rose’’ Harvey, had been ill. Hi 
Jive-year-old brother Herbert was looking after 
him on the day the young woman came to the 
© From details tha 


& family pieced together, the’ 
young woman who took Onyx away first took hi 
to'Lamar County and had him declared an: 

‘abandoned child, despite objections by Aletha 
relatives. He was later returned to Jasper Count: 
and in legal proceedings; Aletha Harvey was . 
declared an unfit mother. Onyx and his older: 

brother, Herbert, were taken from her. 


house): Lge Ha 


Adoptions were arranged with two brothers of a 


local family, the Rasberrys. Rufus Rasberry © 
adopted Herbert and renamed him Hubert. Onyx 
became the son of Clyde Raspberry who renamed 


Answers to family tie 


~'saw an episode about illegal adoption schemes on ° 


“ Kelley, had countless children’ declared ‘wards of : 3 
~ the state and placed them out for adoption, © 
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higher-than-normal number of adoptions. The 

4% probe showed a full-blown baby marketing - 

“# Operation. ©. -) i) 2 33, gra ae > suchen 
In a number of cases, children were made wards 

\of the court when arrangements were made only to 

\board them temporarily at the home, due to illness 


him Harvey. ‘‘They were raised as cousins, but # 
biologically, they were brothers,’ Mrs. Bond 
explained. i 
Twenty years later, when Onyx was in service at * 
Keesler Air Force Base, he and Hubert were in | 
Biloxi when they met two young women. Inthe ~ : y j 
course of the conversation, they learned that they oF problems in the family. There was evidence of 
were the daughters of Aletha Harvey and that they ‘ falsified adoption papers and soliciting of babies 
lived in Moss Point. é from unwed mothers in neighboring states. ; 
Aletha had remarried, but her new name, where |. Home workers were transporting four or five 


she lived and the names of any children that were |) babies to one city at a time and charging each 
born, are unknown. 4 family for the full cost of the trip, as well as 


Onyx had been told all his life that his real accepting donations which ranged up to $1,000. At 
mother was not a good woman, therefore, he the same time, the home’s books showed it was 
refused to obtain any details about this family, or ? losing money. . 
verify that the women were his half-sisters. -.4¢. The operation ended quickly after the release of 

Hubert, who had remembered his mother more .* the findings of an independent investigation. Five 
clearly, later convinced Onyx that Aletha was a . @ days after the report became public in September 
Christian woman who loved them and did not give:j<; 1950, eo ee pica hia had been ill for several 

i illingly. Onyx decided to find hi: ‘years, dl ancer. - ; 
eng ted Psion aot ied Nied without sacle % Judge Kelley, whose role was also investigated, 
y : ess! g ‘quickly resigned. However, leads to other high 


‘Tennessee officials who might have been involved 
‘were never followed in the aftermath. 

f When Unsolved Mysteries showed a story of 

: abduction and adoption identical to that of the 
Harvey brothers, Mrs. Greer remembered that 
the chancellor in Jackson County who signed the 
papers declaring Aletha Harvey an unfit mother 
was a ‘“‘G.C. Tann.”’ She knew there had to be a 
connection. She contacted a group mentioned on 
the television show called Tennesse’s Right to 

» Know, which had organized to help reunite 

; as separated by the adoption scheme. 

‘Now it is thought that the Harvey case may be 
one of the adoptions Georgia Tann brought about 
_ early in her career as a social worker, Mrs. Bond 
said. The Tann family was from Hickory in Jasper 
County. 


The full realization of what had happened to the 
Harvey boys hit Mrs: Greer last year when she‘. 


exporting most of them out-of-state for high fees. 
An investigation in 1950 revealed that Miss 

Tann, a well-respected social worker, and possibly 

others were profiting from this \ 


Moss Poin 


ete Ff coat beabaecie hie po echt att tak 
:\-: G.C, Tann, who signed the Harvey papers in 
. 1922, was Georgia Tann’s father, served many - 


\ 


’_ years as chancellor of Jasper County. - Laas 
Miss Tann’s biography, in an investigation of “ 5 
her adoption practices, says she worked briefly for i 
the Mississippi Children’s Home Society before 1S i 
coming to Memphis in the early 1920s. $s a sat 
Mrs. Bond, who moved to Biloxi in J anuary, was 
also fascinated about the Georgia Tann cases *) 
when she learned about it earlier this year from -" 
the CBS TV show 60 Minutes. we 7S 
Interested in her own family tree, she ae ah 
recognized some familiar names mentioned on the - 
television program. She contacted Tennessee’s a 
Right to Know and volunteered her help to anyone. 
in Mississippi. ., 
Although a beginner in genealogy, she recently, : 
helped reunite one adopted woman and her family. 
within a short time. “It took only two weeks to | 
mae and they had been trying for 10 years,”’ she. 
said. : F 


Since the Harvey case has a Coast connection, *: 
Jolean Bowling of Tennessee’s Right to Know has: 
asked Mrs. Bond to assist Mrs. Greer. Thus far, <" 
there have been many dead ends, but they are ~* 
hoping that somewhere, someone knows the 4s 
whereabouts of Aletha Harvey’s second family. -’ 


Most of the adoptions involving Mississippi 
families took place in the northern part of the 
state, Mrs. Bowling said. Georgia Tann’s babies a 
were spread throughout the country and were even 
adopted by Hollywood celebrities, such as Joan 
Crawford and June Allyson. : 


But it would not be surprising to find a few cases 
involving south Missisisppians, Mrs. Bond said. As. 
Georgia Tann’s wealth grew, she bought a 
vacation home in the Biloxi area and was often a. 
visitor to Gulf Coast. a 
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DORMOND—HARVEY 


The wedding of Miss Doris Har- 

vey of Escatawpa, and Mr. Lou Cal- 
vin Dormond, of Irvington, Ala- 
bama, was solemnized in the First 
Baptist Church of Pascagoula on 
Tuesday afternoon, March 15, at 3 
o’clock, Rev. W. A. Murray, pastor) 
of the East Moss Point Baptist 
Church officiating in the impres- 
sive single ring ceremony in the 
‘presence of a few friends and rela- | 
tives. 
The church was beautifully dene. | 
ated with vases and baskets of love-| 
ly white Cherokee roses and white 
spirea. The wedding march and 
'the music throughout the ceremony 
| was rendered by Mrs. Pearl Brough. | 
‘The couple had as their only at- 
tendants Miss Etta Bea Gibbons and 
Melvin Sherrell. 

The bride was very lovely in an 
attractive Copenhagen blue and 
rose gown, made redingote style, 
with blue.and white accessories. She 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frances Harvey of Escatawpa, and 
attended the Pascagoula High 
School for a number of years. 

Immediately following the cere- 
mony, the young couple left for 
Irvington, Alabama, where Mr. 
Dormond is employed, and where 
they will make their home. 

This paper, together with their 
many friends, wish this young 
couple much success and 7 
in their marriage. yy 

HAE pg 


’ 


7 of 9 


a 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Local History & Genealogy Department 


Harvey Family 


! 


: Funeral services held for Cary Harvey 


The funeral for Cary itahoy % i 
"-Tylertown High School, also had ay 

held Tuesday, Sept. 15 at Tyler- ‘ 
~ town United Methodist Church at 2 


Harvey, Sr. of 728 Grace Ave. was 


p-m. with Rev. Charles Brister, 
pastor, officiating. 


arve| Sr. 


Barcep died Saturday, Sept. 12 
in Methodist Hospital in Hattiesburg 
after a long battle with cancer. The 
family asks that, in lieu of flowers, 
donations be made in his memory 
to St. Jude Cancer Aid, Donations 
Dept., 501 St. Judes Place, Mem- 
phis, TN 38105. 

Cary Harvey, youngest son of 
the late Chance E. and Lula Har- 
vey, was born April 21, 1918. Heis 
survived by his wife, Mildred Ware 
Harvey of Hattiesburg; son, Cary 
Harvey Jr., Tylertown; daughter 
Linda Ruth Brown, Ruston, La.; 
six grandchildren, Scarlett 
Donaldson, Billy Brown Jr, Cary 
Thomas Brown, all of Ruston, and 
Calcb, Graham and Taylor Harvey 
of Tylertown; one great granddaugh- 
ter, Chelsey Lynn Donaldson of 
Ruston; brother, Chance E. Harvey 
Jr. of Tylertown, 


administration from the Universi 
- of Southern Mississippi, obtained 


” Post 3036 in Hattiesburg and served 4 


Prareey, : 


three-year certificate in busin 


on the GI Bill after he finished a * 
stint during World War II. He vol 
unteered to serve in the U.S. Navy 
in 1942 and served until October, 


In 195 8 Harvey helped organize 
the Byrd-Rand Veterans of For- § 
eign Wars post in Tylertown and 
served as its first Junior Vice com- 
mander. He was honored with a : | 
lifetime membership in Lacy Kelly ~ 


as their quartermaster for three years. \: : 
In 1991-1992 he was elected Seam ‘’ 
Squirrel, Pup Tent No. 7, Military |’ 
Order of the Cooties, an honorary ES 
organization of Veterans of For- oS 
eign Wars. yet 

Eulogies were given by Don 
Suber, President of the Merchants - 
Company, and Bernard McClelland, © 
past Deputy Commander of Veter- © 
ans of Foreign Wars and 1991-92 , 
National Vice Chairman of Voice | ; 
of Democracy. Nancy Towne sang. © 

Harvey retired from his position 
as branch manager of the Merchants * 
Company in Hattiesburg where he | 
had served for 26 years. He was 
recognized for his contribution to 
the profession by being made an 
honorary member of Mississippi 
Wholesale Grocers Association, the 
first to receive the honor. 6 

Pallbearers included Bosal” 
McCelland, Hollis Smith, Charles | 
Edwards, C. A. Lyons, Bill Wheat 
and Ken Rinewalt. 

The American flag on the coffin i 
was presented to Mrs. Harvey at - 
the conclusion of the services by | : 
VFW officials. de 

Burial was in Tylertown Ceme-'* 
tery with Hartman-Hughes Funeral 
home in charge. ou 
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$250, 000- Sut 
Filed In Death. 


A $250,000 damage suit was 
filed this week in.Circuit Court 
in connection with the death of 
a Simpson County. man in Pas- 
cagoula July’ 27, 1965. . 

The suit seeks ‘the. pe 
'in--the’- death - of Douglas -Me= 
Arthur Harvey, 22, who was kill- 
ed ‘when his car rammed: an 
asphalt. spreader. on ‘a. portion 
of-a@ new lane of U.S. 90,’ while 
the lane was under « construc- 
tion. 

B. F. Sullivan, scdmnbastratée 
‘of Harvey's estate, filed the suit 
against Blain.and Sons Contract- 
ors of Mt. Olive and ‘others on 
ibehialf of Harvey’s wife, -Mrs. 
Johnnie - Lou. Sullivan - Harvey|* 
‘and ‘unborn child. ha 

+ Harvey_was uenever: by. ‘the 
contractor at the time his car hit 
the_38,000_- --pound_spreader-the 
night : of July~ 27. 

Two other” suits “'s seek. Kk. $16, 291 
in ‘damiages.: 

Peerless: Supply Co. of Louisi- 


ae 


aA A 


Fe oe 


=o 


gers 


: 


from Jains B. Furr ‘and - -Alyeen 
P..Furr, doing business as EZ 
Plumbing Co. of 1246 Manto_St:,| 
Pascagoula, Peerless claims the! 
money ,1s“dwed’ “for, } materials|: 


ation -by-..the ge ascapaule 


- The “third: suit filed ‘by. Hal-|' 
ane Aouad Co. of: Harrison 
County © asks $5,988 {from © Brid- 
ges. arht:Alexander.. Homes , aiid)’ 
Fort Bayou, Developrient- Corp. ‘ 
of: Ocean, Springs. . : i 

<:Halcomb-clalms: te money. ‘ts. 
qué ag, the balancezof a $38,988 
contract for, developing Toads in}, 
Fort Bayou’ Ertategs #0. ¢t 
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